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Entirely from the Gospel, Saint Augustine has
drawn the conclusion of the unconquerable plea-
sure obtained for us by love. " We love to love,"
he cried in his expressive language. Amabam
amare. But Saint Augustine lived in his dreams,
and took his visions for realities.

No, we do not love to love, for we lack education
in loving. People have preached the duty of
loving, but they have forgotten to teach us its
moral advantages, and especially its repercussion
upon happiness.

For to love means to live a multiple life. We
come out of ourselves, but we return far richer
than at the moment of departure. We re-enter
our souls accompanied by delightful companions.
The kindly affections on returning to our hearts,
constitute a royal procession. Our ego is multi-
plied, holds to existence with more ties, and
existence is more closely united to us.

There are affections which betray. What does
that matter! Others come to replace these, for
the heart, the hearthstone of love, attracts the
affections as the hive attracts the bees. We are
never victims of love and goodness, for no one can
deprive us of the pleasure of having been good or of
having loved.

IX.   We develop toward goodness, as we de-